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If we don’t act, Michigan is projected to grow at about 1/3 the national growth rate 
over the next 30 years.  And even the national growth rate is slowing. 

A flat or declining population would: 

• Render Michigan uncompetitive and with an insufficient workforce 
• Undermine the customer base for Michigan businesses and entrepreneurs  
• Erode some Michigan communities, and undermine the tax base for public 

investment in critical infrastructure and communities across our state
• Reduce Michiganders political influence nationally

Lots of states – and our country– are facing the impact of slowing population 
growth and low geographic mobility.  Michigan is stepping up to solve it. 

Why 
now?
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Current trends in 
Michigan’s population
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Michigan 
isn’t 
growing.

Between 2010 – 2020, Michigan grew 2%. The US grew by 7.4%. 
Relative to the average, Michigan trailed behind. Since period of 
fast growth before 1970, Michigan’s population has largely 
stagnated. From 200o to 2020 Michigan ranked 49th in the country 
in population growth, as a % change. 
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Recently, from 2020 – 2022 Michigan’s population fell by
 .4% to 10,034,113
• Michigan was one of 18 states that saw population decline.
• In total, Michigan has roughly 40,000 fewer residents since 

the decennial census in 2020 when the population reached 
10.077 million.

Michigan's projected negative deaths vs births rate, combined with 
negative domestic migration contribute to the current trend. 
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C U R R E N T  T R E N D S  I N  P O P U L A T I O N  G R O W T H

https://www.freep.com/story/news/local/michigan/2021/08/13/census-2020-michigan-detroit-population/5544641001/


Drivers of population 
growth

Net migration                          +                                        Natural growth
(Total in-migration – total out-migration) (Total births – total deaths)

Domestic
migration International

migration
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Negative 
domestic 
migration…
Domestic migration has been negative and is 
projected to be if nothing changes. International 
migration is lower than our share of the US 
population. And, while it partially offsets the 
negative impact of domestic out migration, it is 
not projected to outpace domestic migration and 
natural population declines. 
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TREND 1, NET MIGRATION 
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C U R R E N T  T R E N D  –  M I  G R O W T H  O P P O R T U N I T I E S ,  B Y  C O M M U N I T Y



Declining 
natural 
growth…
Replacement level births are ~2.1 per woman; the 
average in the US (and Michigan) has fallen below 
1.7. Michigan slightly trails the nation. 

Slowing natural population increases (births minus 
deaths) , and the projections of that continued 
trend, put downward pressure on population 
growth in Michigan, and, eventually, across the 
country. 

To overcome negative “natural” growth, Michigan 
can focus on positive net migration. 

TREND 2, NATURAL GROWTH
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Higher
Average
age…
Michigan’s population is aging faster than other 
states in the Midwest. And while the whole country 
is facing the challenge of an aging population, the 
impacts on Michigan’s labor force, for example, are 
already being felt. 
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TREND 3, AGING POPULATION



Michigan moved from the 29th to 
14th oldest state in 2021 

Michigan’s median age increased more 
than any other Midwestern state over 
that period.
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Michigan’s LFPR declined sharply in that 
same period, driven by retirement with 
lower levels of working age population 
replacement. 



REGIONAL IMPACTS, CURRENT TRENDS IN POPULATION GROWTH



If we do nothing…

M i c h i g a n  C e n t e r  f o r  D a t a  a n d  A n a l y t i c s  

POPULATION PROJECTIONS BASED ON CURRENT TRENDS



How does Michigan
stack up?
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State
benchmarks
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US POPULATION TRENDS

Population change, by % (2021 – 2022): 
• Fastest growing states have been consistent over 

the last few years, including Western states 
(with lower populations) and sunbelt states like 
Florida, Arizona, Nevada, etc. 
 

• Sunbelt growth states (e.g. Arizona, Texas 
Nevada), suffer from some of the serious 
challenges from climate change (i.e. heat and 
availability of water) 

https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2022/comm/percent-change-state-population.html



State
benchmarks

US POPULATION TRENDS

Two-year change (2020 – 2022) 

Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for the United States, Regions, States, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2020 to July 
1, 2022 (NST-EST2022-POP)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division

Release Date: December 2022

Top 15 

Bottom 16 
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US POPULATION TRENDS

Population change (2021 – 2022) 

Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for the United States, Regions, States, District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico: April 1, 2020 to July 
1, 2022 (NST-EST2022-POP)

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division

Release Date: December 2022
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Bottom 16 



Growth by
county
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US POPULATION TRENDS

In the last two years (2020 – 2022): 

• No clear pattern in ‘city growth’ trends ; some 
cities grew (NYC) and others shrank (SF)

• Remote work is driving sizeable population 
shift (see SF)  in the last two years 

https://www.axios.com/2023/04/07/population-change-pandemic



MI POPULATION PROJECTIONS RELATIVE TO US



The Growing Michigan Together Council has 
the opportunity to recommend actions in the 
areas of infrastructure / place,  jobs, talent, 
economy, Pk-12, and higher ed that will adjust 
the projected drivers underlying population 
growth, and fundamentally change the shape 
of Michigan’s future. 
 

Change the 
shape of the 
curve…
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We’re up 
against…

GROWING MICHIGAN TOGETHER III.  | BUILDING THE FUTURE

• Infrastructure challenges : road conditions and water 
contamination, as well as the Midland dam collapse 

• Workforce challenges in key areas, and sluggish wage 
growth
 

• Education challenges: not preparing young people 
sufficiently or in great enough numbers 

• Lagging diversity 

• Poor health relative to most states 
 



Thank you. 

GROWING MICHIGAN TOGETHER 
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