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Goals 
for today ➔ Appreciate the underlying realities 

facing our students, staff and schools

➔ Gain a deeper understanding of 
educational trends across our country, 
state and region



How our student population 
has shifted over time

Student 
demographics
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Large increase in diversity within Kent ISD area schools

Source: CEPI, Student Enrollment Counts Report

https://bit.ly/3utZ7UG
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One in five students are Hispanic in Kent ISD districts

Source: CEPI, Student Enrollment Counts Report

https://bit.ly/3utZ7UG
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31 percent increase in English Learners in 10 year period

Source: CEPI, Student Enrollment Counts Report

31%
increase

https://bit.ly/3utZ7UG
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Michigan in top 10 states for household food insecurity

Source: Center for American Progress: Poverty in the United States

Households with Food Insecurity

https://www.americanprogress.org/data-view/poverty-data/poverty-data-map-tool/


The Nation’s Report Card

Academic Achievement & 
the Pandemic



➔ The National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) - The Nation’s Report 
Card - is the largest representative and 
continuing assessment of student 
progress in the US. 

➔ Administered by the US Department of 
Education, NAEP is the only common 
measure of student achievement 
nationwide. 

The Nation’s Report Card
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➔ NAEP assesses a small, representative 
sample of students - no more than a few 
thousand students per state.

➔ Building data is not available - handful of 
districts nationwide receive results.

➔ The sampling technique isn’t all too different 
than public polling.

➔ Results reported with a margin of error.
◆ This is a key element in interpretation of 

results.

How are students assessed on NAEP?
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Nationwide

Little progress nationally in NAEP reading scores
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Nationwide

Progress in math scores; larger declines in 2022
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Large drop in 8th grade math scores in MI; similar in US

-8
points
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Similar trend in grade 8 reading between Michigan and US

-4
points
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MI 4th grade reading scores not significant from nation

Gr. 4
Reading
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MI 8th grade reading scores not significant from nation

Gr. 8
Reading
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MI 4th grade math scores not significant from nation

Gr. 4
Math
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MI 8th grade math scores not significant from nation

Gr. 8
Math



Gaps between MI White & Black students

20

Score Gap
2022

Score Gap
2019

Score Gap
Difference

Gr. 4 
Reading 32 25 7

Gr. 8 
Reading 27 24 3

Gr. 4 
Math 35 30 5

Gr. 8 
Math 34 34 -



➔ Substantial drops in scores - particularly 
in math - between 2019 and 2022.

➔ We continue to see significant gaps in 
between White and Black students.

➔ Michigan’s student performance, 
however, remains on par with the 
performance of their nationwide peers.

Key findings from NAEP results
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Real impact for students learning in-person vs. remote

Source: Michigan State University - EPIC, Michigan’s 2020-21 and 2021-22 Benchmark Assessments

NWEA MAP Growth (Mathematics)

https://epicedpolicy.org/mis-2020-21-and-2021-22-benchmark-assessments/
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Kent County districts provided more in-person instruction than Wayne

Kent County Wayne 
County

Note: Data reflective as of 02/17/21

Source: Michigan State University - EPIC, Instructional Delivery Under Michigan Districts’ Extended COVID-19 Learning Plans

https://epicedpolicy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/EPIC_ECOL-_report_Feb2021.pdf


24

Kent ISD area students outperforming statewide peers 

Source: Michigan Department of Education, State Assessment Results

https://bit.ly/3YpUeJK


How students have fared 
in trying times

Student Wellbeing & 
the Pandemic
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Rise in mental health needs in children
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Mental health needs remain for US high schoolers
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Significant increase in chronic absences in 2021-22 

Source: CEPI, Student Attendance

https://bit.ly/3f9YlrY


Trends in perceptions and 
workforce trends

Teacher workforce
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Note: Data reflective as of 02/17/21



31

Michigan last for teacher preparation completion rate change

Source: Center for American Progress, What To Make of Declining Enrollment in Teacher Preparation Programs

Percent change in 
students completing 
teacher prep. programs 
by state, 2010-2018

-54%
Michigan

United States

-27%

https://www.americanprogress.org/article/make-declining-enrollment-teacher-preparation-programs/
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Many Michigan teachers not teaching, despite credentials

Source: Institute of Education Sciences, Michigan Teachers Who Are Not Teaching

61,000
teachers not teaching 

102,055
total teachers in MI*

*Note: Data for 2017-18 school year

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/rel/regions/midwest/pdf/REL_2021076_brief.pdf
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Understanding from policymakers top issue for profession

Source: Launch Michigan, 2021 Michigan Educator Survey

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/602ea1c3e4b8d4663c414ef1/t/60f03be998ba4d74611aae5b/1626356714617/Educator+Survey+Findings+2021.pdf
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Salary and input top changes to improve teacher respect

Source: Launch Michigan, 2021 Michigan Educator Survey

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/602ea1c3e4b8d4663c414ef1/t/60f03be998ba4d74611aae5b/1626356714617/Educator+Survey+Findings+2021.pdf
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Educators would not recommend profession to others

Source: Launch Michigan, 2021 Michigan Educator Survey

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/602ea1c3e4b8d4663c414ef1/t/60f03be998ba4d74611aae5b/1626356714617/Educator+Survey+Findings+2021.pdf


Research on the impact of 
spending on student 

outcomes

Do resources matter?



➔ In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
districts nationwide received significant 
federal resources - roughly $190 billion.

◆ Michigan received roughly $6 billion.

➔ One-time funds ranged from academic 
interventions and mental health services 
to upgrades to ventilation and sanitation.

➔ Questions remain on the impact of funds.

COVID-19 pandemic and federal funds
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https://www.edweek.org/policy-politics/everything-you-need-to-know-about-schools-and-covid-relief-funds/2021/09
https://oese.ed.gov/offices/education-stabilization-fund/elementary-secondary-school-emergency-relief-fund/
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California: Resources for needy students makes a difference

Source: Learning Policy Institute, Money and Freedom: The Impact of California’s School Finance Reform

A $1,000 increase in funding [per pupil] - 
induced by California’s Local Control Funding 
Formula (LCFF) - led to an increase of 
roughly seven months of learning in 
mathematics for low-income children.

…In sum, the evidence suggests that money 
targeted to students’ needs can make a 
significant difference in student outcomes 
and can narrow achievement gaps.

https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/media/150/download?inline&file=Money_Freedom_CA_School_Finance_Reform_BRIEF.pdf
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National school finance reforms led to higher NAEP scores

Source: American Economic Association, School Finance Reform and the Distribution of Student Achievement

https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20160567
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Impact of resources goes beyond schooling into adulthood

Source: National Bureau of Economic Research, The Effects of School Spending on Educational and Economic Outcomes

https://www.nber.org/papers/w20847


Key takeaways from today

Wrapping up



➔ Our student population is becoming much more diverse.

➜ The pandemic has had large and varying impacts on our 
students  academically, socially and emotionally.

➜ Multiple factors are impacting the teacher workforce - 
including respect, pay and stress.

➜ Research suggests that resources can make a significant 
impact on student outcomes. 

Key takeaways from today’s session
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Thanks!
Questions?

Sunil Joy
sunil.joy@kentwoodps.org


